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Chatsworth

Postcards 1912

* The Los Angeles County Natural e

History Museum recently added
19 photographs of Chatsworth to

their digital collections...

* And the Chatsworth Historical %

Society archives include

donations of postcards of the | SIS L

same photos from the
Homesteader Families.

» This presentation explores the locations of
those photographs which became postcards,
and documents what Chatsworth was like in
1912, 24 years after its founding. It was a rural

59, ARCH oF TREES, Cva

city of dirt roads, that were well traveled.... e e
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Chatsworth H. F. 2aLk, Photographer, No. 4 Occan Front,
Postcards 1912 =% ®= 3y [ Ocean Park, Cal.

* This Presentation discusses 19 photographs | apove, a crop of the back of a postcard mailed in
of Chatsworth taken in 1912 by H.F. Rile, 1913 by Lovell Hill to his sister Minnie,
who then sold the photographs as postcards. note “H.F. Rile, Photographer”

Topics include:
. The H.E. Rile collection at the Los Angeles Below, 1886 Rile and Pencost Studio on Santa
Natural History Museum Monica Begch. Feaj[uring “Fine Photographs”,
and “Tin Types in Bathing Costumes”

* H.F. Rile and his photography studio on
Santa Monica Beach

A brief history of Postcards

» Adiscussion of each of the photographs
selected by H.F. Rile to represent
Chatsworth, including messages written by
Homesteaders on H.F. Rile postcards of
Chatsworth.
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The H.F. Rile
Collection

glass negative,
“65. Rocky Point,
Chatsworth CA”

» We visited the Seaver Center at
the Natural History Museum in
January 2019 to view the
collection.

* The 19 photographs of
Chatsworth are a part of the
Harry Franz Rile collection,
which is comprised of 152
unique photographs.

* The Chatsworth photos are a
collection of 5” x 7” glass print,
negatives, and some prints. ‘74.The Big
Images of the glass negatives Chatsworth Tunnel
are posted online.
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The H.F. Rile
Collection

The photographs are numbered 50
through 75, so a total of 26 photos
existed at some time, although only
19 are in the collection.

#53 is not in the Seaver collection,
but both the Iversons and Hills
donated copies of #53, seen at the
right.

Perhaps the negative was damaged
or given away prior to the collection
donation to the Seaver Center.

#64, also not in the Seaver s <R e et N R %};} -
collection, was found the CHS SREENES L T el e oA q&(@ :
archives in Feb 2020. RVERREALE PGS B

#67 was also missing, but a copy
was sent to us by collector David
Coscia.

An often photographed view of “The Cut”, viewing north towards today’s
Santa Susana Pass Road and Red Mesa Road.

In 1915 Lovell Hill sent postcard #53 to his sister Mary and her husband.
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The H.F. Rile
Collection

« All of the photographs have the
same lettering on the front, and
appear to have been taken during
the same visit to Chatsworth.

« The photographs were not dated,
but we narrowed down the date as
follows:

* #68 “Fan Palms” includes a photo
of the Hill Cottage, builtin 1912
per Minnie Hill Palmer’s oral
interview. (circled in red)

- #53 “Near Chatsworth Tunnel” R Zrw R s :?;?g:*
was donated to us by the Iverson : : ML
family as a postcard, and was :
dated Feb 1913, from Carl Iverson
to his brother Aaron in Cuba.
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H. F. Rile, Photographer sold Souvenir Photographs in 1886 on
Santa Monica Beach, before the 1907 era of Picture Postcards

» Harry Frantz “H.F.” Rile
was born in Philadelphia in
1860. He learned
photography in his late
teens and made his way
west earning a living as a
commercial photographer,
taking jobs in Chicago,
Kansas City, Portland, San
Francisco, then Santa
Monica.

« By 1886 at the age of 26
he had established Rile

) The 1886 Rile and Pencost Studio on Santa
and PenCO_St Studio on Monica Beach. Featuring “Fine Photographs”,
Santa Monica Beach. and “Tin Types in Bathing Costumes”

02/05/2020 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912 7



H. F. Rile, Photographer

By 1892, he
had
established
the Pacific
Photograph
Gallery on the
Santa Monica
Beach, at the
Arcadia
Pavilion.

02/05/2020

An 1892 Souvenir Card (Front & Back) from the
Pacific Photograph Gallery, H.F. Rile, Artist
(Santa Monica History Museum Collection)

477
#% FOR FINE YIEWS OF &

- PICTURESQUB SANTA NONICA

Photographs-w=-Tintppes
IN BRGHING COSTUMES,

Do Not Fail to Call at the

Pacific * Photograph = Gallery

On the Beach. at the Arcadia Pavilion.

R =———————— T

THE INSTANTANEOUS PROCESS USED ALYOGETHER,

L ¥ RILE, ARTIST.

Santa Monica, - - California.
- ” 3

Negative No. Duplicstes Can be Mad at Any Time
=t Redused Ratos

pr -
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H. F. Rile, Photographer

The 1887 Arcadia Hotel and the Arcadia Pavilion

Q

\)QEGON AVENUE, SHlr & Mopi ol

M5, RILE, PHO

O

]

Photograph inscribed: "61. View

South from the Bluffs opposite

Oregon Avenue, Santa Monica,
Cal. H.F. Rile, photo."

The 1887 Arcadia Hotel, visible in
the back left of the photo, was one
of the grandest hotels on the
Pacific Coast. In the middle of the
photo is the North Beach
Bathhouse with a large 100' by 50'
plunge, a hot saltwater bath.

Off the bathhouse is the North

Beach Bathhouse Pier, built in

1898, its main use being as a
tourist promenade and a fishing

Spot. (Santa Monica History Museum
Collection)
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H. F. Rile, Photographer

The Arcadia
Pavilion, which
includes the
North Beach
Bathhouse and
bowling pavilion,
Santa Monica.

PAVILI

R e = ———
s BIOWLING

e
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H. F. Rile, Photographer

An 1897 Photo of Pacific
Photograph Gallery. The
side of the building says,

"Don’t Forget to Take
Home a Picture of the

Beach” (Santa Monica
History Museum Collection)
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H. F. Rile, Photographer

The back of a souvenir

PACIFIC PHOTOGRAPH GALLERY =g

<SS On the Walkway leading fto n the Bridge to the Arcadia Pavilion

photograph:

Have YOII‘I:
cture Taken'
z;n the
donkey
In thé boat
On the
elephant
On the gstrieh
As a mermaid
In yvour

The oddest collection of
Accessories of an gallery.

“Have your picture taken
On the donkey
In the boat
On the elephant
On the ostrich
As a mermaid
In your bathing suit”

Under Japan-
ese mmbrella
By the gate
R e N~
Bathing Cog-
tume, §i‘lght;(»‘,
Rloomers and
Bicyele Fur-
nished tohave
your picture
taken .. ....

H. F. Rile, Artist...

LS
T
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Tintype Buttons
Finished in Ten Minutes

Photograpls auu L1ty pes iu Bumm‘ CustUus 1 ofmcmlw.
of Accessories of any gallery. A large col 1

bathing suft

something new—be in the swim,
And'have your face ing de a rim,

ection of, Cal

. H. F. RILE, ARTIST,

Rile is the man for whom we are look’en
Cause by him we get goo tintypes took’en.

¥
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Ocean Scener

Fine Effects
The oddest collection
ornia Views always ‘on hand.

VIEWS of

1 he Mammoth
Wharf
I'ieturesque
fanta Moniea .
Old California
Missions
Uncle sam's
Nuvy
Soldiers’Home
Southern
California,ete,

it

liodaks
Beveleped
and
Prinfed,

SANTA MONICA, CAL.

R NN U
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Postcard History

In 1873 the US Post Office issued pre-stamped penny postal cards. The front of a
postal card was blank for messages and the back was reserved for the address.

At the time only the Post Office was allowed to print postcards. Though expensive,
private printers and publishers would purchase the cards and print images on the
front. This quickly became a popular method to advertise businesses and hotels. In
fact, the first souvenir postcards were actually printed ads for the 1893
Columbian Exposition in Chicago.

In 1898 Congress allowed private publishers to create their own postcards, but
messages were only allowed to be written on the front of the postcards.

Beginning in 1907 postcards began to have divided backs. The entire front was
reserved for an image while the left side on the back was reserved for a message
and the right side for the address. The “Divided Back” Era (1907-1915) is
considered the Golden Age of postcards. The Standard Postcard size also
became 3 %2 x 5 Y2 inches.

The Divided Back Era opened up new business opportunities for H.F. Rile
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IF IT ISN'T AN EASTMAN, IT ISN'T A KODAK.

Postcard History
The Top Notch in

Pocket Photography

* In 1909, 969 million
postcards were sent in the
United States. To
encourage collecting,
companies produced
numbered series and
special postcard albums.

* The Eastman Kodak
Company sold a “postcard”
camera that produced
postcard size negatives (3
Ya’ x5 742").

D e

The 3A Folding Pocket Kodak

Every detail of design, material and workmanship has been worked out with the utmost
care to produce a camera of the widest capabilities, yet it retains the Kodak simplicity—and
““Kodak’* you know, m

incip E n:
eav nted entirely on ball be
open in the form of a star dmitting a much greater
light in a given time than any other between the lens type of shutter.
Practically frictionless and with a precision and smoothness that are
a mechanical delight.

No. 3A Folding Pocket Kodak, pictures 3% x 5%, $20.00.

— EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY,

ROCHESTER, N. Y., The Kodak City.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

« The balance of the presentation will
discuss each of the twenty-one 1912
Harry Rile postcards (19 in the Seaver
collection, 1 in our Homesteader
collection and 1 from David Coscia).

In 1912, at the age of 52, Harry Rile
visited Chatsworth. He probably took
the train, and stayed at the
Chatsworth Hotel.

His tour guides may have been Fred
Graves (age 37) or Lovell Hill (36),
owners of the Graves & Hill General
Store. And perhaps Charles
Johnson (45), or Karl Iverson (52).

« We have categorized them in groups
via general location, as follows:

» Andora (3)
Johnson/Iverson (4)

Hollywood and D.W. Griffith * Lassen (4)
discovered Chatsworth in 1912 - Pass Roads (2)
(Man’s Genesis). - Railroad (5)

Unknown (3)

02/05/2020 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912
Andora

65. Rocky Point, Chatsworth, Cal. (Stoney Point)

66. Scene at Chatsworth, Cal. (Butler Fan
Palms)

68. Fan Palms at Chatsworth, Cal.

N:AATURAL
HILS TORY
MIUSSIE.U M

02/5/2020 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912 ] 16

68. Fan PALMS AT CHATSWORTH, CAL,

66, Scene A



Chatsworth Postcards 1912

* 65. Rocky Point, Chatsworth, Cal., is
today’s Stoney Point, LA Historic-Cultural
Monument #132. Photo taken north from
Andora/Chatsworth St and Santa Susana
Pass Road (today’s Topanga Canyon Blvd.)

= 65.RocKY POINT, CHATSWORTY :" o T e ' _y?AT,U RIA LS
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

* 65. Rocky Point, Chatsworth, Cal., is
today’s Stoney Point, LA Historic-Cultural
Monument #132.

Then & Now Comparison 1912 to 2019
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1912 Chatsworth Postcards

* 66. Scene at, Chatsworth, Cal.,
is today’s Butler Palm Trees.
Photo taken southwest from the
intersection of Andora and
Farralone Avenues.

+ Eleven palm trees still exist
today.

* We did an article on the
Butler Palm Trees
(named after
homesteader Alexander
Butler) in the April 2015
Smoke Signal, link below

« www.chatsworthhistory.com
Publications, Smoke Signal, . > o ? & AR
Smoke Signal 2015-04.pdf & & * : N:ATURAL

HISTORY
-8, ,Sq_e,m£~ o :
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1912 Chatsworth Postcards
Andora

In the 2019 Google Maps
screenshot at the right, the shadows
of the palm trees can be seen on
Andora Avenue at Farralone.

“11
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3
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S
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NATURAL
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1912 Chatsworth Postcards
Andora

e 68. Fan Palms at,
Chatsworth, Cal., is
today’s Butler Palm
Trees. Photo taken
west from Andora
just south of
Farralone.

» Today’s Hill Palmer
Cottage can be seen
in the background.
(circled in red)

68. Fan PaLMs AT CHATSWORTH, AL,
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Zooming in on a scan of the 1913
postcard shows detail of the
cottage and outbuildings.

T 1

A
e

3
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912
Johnson/lverson

» 60. Washington Rock, Chatsworth, Cal

» 50. Washington Rock, Chatsworth, Cal

» 58. Scene Near Chatsworth (Williams/Johnson
road)

» 70. Scene at Chatsworth (Garden of the Gods,

from Williams/Johnson Road)

s .'|‘r {
50, Wasting Ton ROk, CHATSWORTH, CAL, |+ INIATURA L
’ ¢ Y HISTORY
’ , ! )
AT e £ MWUISSEUM
LA/ S I\ \/k. o oV ey LOSANGELES COUNTYEL

70.Scene AT CHATSWORTH,ICAL, NATURAL

HISTORY o ;

MUSEUM | ; NAYURAL}
3 = = "SHI-S'T.O R Y.{

e o NERR CHATSWORTY, CAL, MU SE UMY
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

60. Washington Rock,
Chatsworth, Cal.

IS on private property in
today’s Indian Springs,
north of the 118 fwy.

The Johnson’s
homesteaded the
property, and it was
photographed often by
family members and
others.

INFASTRCIRRYAY 158

BOWASHINGTON  CHATSWORTH, CAL.
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, JULY 19, 1901.

[CALIFORNIA POSSESSES
A SPHINX OF HER OWN

o

* The rock was first
mentioned in 1901 in
the San Francisco Call
newspaper.

* The article described
the rock as on a
Chatsworth Park
rancho, the property of
Mrs. Johnson

Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912
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The 1902 book “Out West” by
Charles Lummis featured
Indian-Head Rock, Chatsworth Park, Cal.

Photo by Robert T Charlton, son of Stoney
Point Homesteader George Gray Charlton.

IxpiaAN-HEAD ROCK, CHATSWORTH PARK, CaL. Photo by Robt. T. Charlton.
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George Washington Rock was on the
Chatsworth Chamber of Commerce letterhead in 191x.
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It was on the February 1914
Sunset Magazine Cover as
Washington Rock
San Fernando Valley

ri
)
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In 1932 it was carried by national
newspapers in the Ripley’s
Believe it or Not Section.

02/05/2020

BELIEVE IT OR NOT-

GEORGE WASHINGTON Rock
AT TWIN LAKES PARK
-near Chatswaorlh, Calif,

ettt ettt et et et v

VIEW STREET
. ISA
BLIND STREET

in Oakland, Calif.
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A
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A scan of
60. Washington Rock
from the Chatsworth
Historical Society
Collection

This photo was taken
looking east

RS BRIy 4 ol A ke § AN 3 g
x’.a RIS A O A P o Y o ot | ‘ ,‘r‘ﬁ\,}; i R _.,7,,”."}4,.3
| B e R AL 75 ety a4 : A 3 fj b I ST LA
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50. Washington Rock.
Chatsworth Cal.

Is taken from a different
angle, north east

1

INIATURAL
HISTORY

MU S E UM

e (BT T AF 'y LOSIANGELES COUNT
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* | asked Dennis Liff if he knew

of any movies with George
Washington Rock in them,
and he said he has never seen
the rock in any productions,
but he did find a promo still.

“When Brandeis had the
property they almost never
filmed inside the perimeter of
the large fenced area around
the house, which was where
the rock was.

This promo still (and
presumably the scene being
filmed) was an exception to the
rule.”

This photo was taken
looking west

1938 Men With Wings
Fred MacMurray, Ray
Milland
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* George Washington Rock is
unrecognizable in the camera
angle of the promo still.

oy .
1912 photo facing north
west, (it’s all in the angle)

1938 Men With Wings
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

Johnson/lverson The eucalyptus trees and the
long straight road tell the story....

70. Scene at Chatsworth
(Garden of the Gods, at Williams/Johnson Road,
looking east)

58. Scene Near Chatsworth
(Williams/Johnson road, looking south)

B G

10.S6ews AT CURTSUTERTHACAL, \ NATURAL
HISTORY
MU
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A 1928 aerial
overlay on Google
Earth, with
Homesteader
boundaries
identified in red.

Stoney Point
(circled in orange)

The
Williams/Johnson
road was straight

and lined with
eucalyptus trees (in
yellow) leading up
to the Johnson
Property

02/05/2020

YJames Williams

Stephen Lo%-q
2 ZBCY e e
s i Y s : Y

Charles Mattingly o .
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Photo 58 was taken at the top
of the straight road, looking
south.

Photo 70 was taken looking
east, at what is today the
Garden of the Gods.

Charles Ib'ejsgg'

Garden of the Gods (in blue)
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P-St

Adding “Roads” to the Google
Earth Overlay shows that
Photo 58 would be taken

today north of the 118 fwy.

And Photo 70 would be taken
from today’s Church at Rocky
Peak property.

Garden of the Gods (in blue)

02/05/2020 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912 38



Photo 58, looking south on Williams/Johnson road.
Notice the gate post at the left, identifying the
easterly road to Iverson in the previous aerial
photo.
The Garden of the Gods at left.
And the eucalyptus trees.

NATURAL
‘HISTORY
NHJSEUMS
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Photo 70, looking
east.

The Garden of
the Gods is
framed past the
Williams/Johnson
road and
eucalyptus trees
in this photo.
Notice the flat
field just east of
the eucalyptus
trees

02/05/2020

’M

70.Scene AT CHATSWORTH, CAL,

Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912
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* The 1922 Silent short “The
Paleface” with Buster Keaton
showed the same line of
eucalyptus trees, in two
scenes.

* They were larger than in 1912
after growing for 10 years.

* At 7:50 of The Paleface,
Buster Keaton jumps off of
Parachute Rock, using an
Indian blanket as a parachute.

» Parachute rock is circle in red,
south of the Williams/Johnson
road.

e ;NATURAE}
B e i e Y HEI=STaO R Y
g;rm;t_é HATSWORTH, CAL, S : M:U S E U A?ﬂ
et <& > e e - r Gy 5 ST e S
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* A screenshot of 1922
Parachute Rock and Buster
Keaton.

* The Williams/Johnson road
and eucalyptus trees circled in
blue

* Notice the flat field just east of
the eucalyptus trees.

02/05/2020 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912 42



02/05/2020

1922 The Paleface
Parachute Rock

1922 The Paleface
Buster Keaton at a eucalyptus tree at
Williams/Johnson Road

Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -Lassen

* 62. Chatsworth, Cal. (Graves & Hill)

» 55. Chatsworth Hotel, Cal

» 69. Scene at Chatsworth, Cal. (Hotel)

» 59. Arch of Trees, Chatsworth, Cal (Lassen)

’

-

= 55. CuaTswowTH HoTeL, Cav. -
o

=

1

NATURAL‘-
HISTORY

NATURAL
BRSO R YE

59. ARCH oF TREES. P‘Arswonﬁ Qm.

.-8'*
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Chatsworth Postcrds 1912

62. Chatsworth, & :
Cal. (Graves &
Hill), which is the A
iconic photograph
of Chatsworth.

We suspect that
Harry Rile may
have had this
photograph
staged somewhat
for his camera.

{

This image can
also be found at
the LAPL website.

NATURAL
HISTORY

[
- = LESTEN
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

» 62. Chatsworth, Cal. (Graves & Hill)

» The lverson family donated a scanned
version of postcard #62 to us.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

55. Chatsworth
Hotel Cal.

The hotel was
built in 1890, in
advance of the
Southern Pacific
Train Depot in
1893.

Access to the
hotel was from
Santa Susana
(today’s Topanga
Canyon)

View looking east.

02/05/2020
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

* 69. Scene at Chatsworth
Cal. (Hotel)

» Opposite view as #55,
looking west

* notice the same trees and
palm trees at the front
walkway to the Hotel.

* Harry Rile may have been
staying at the Chatsworth
Hotel.

1

B s NATURAL‘
SESWOTH CAbS e -~ HISTORY

" MUSS EUM
(LOSTANGELES COUNTY

3 TS o=
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912
=

« This is a circa '
1893 photo,
showing the train
depot at right.

* The Chatsworth
Hotel has a white
roof and is behind
the depot, closer
to Lassen St.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

 59. Arch of Trees.
Chatsworth Cal

* View west down
Lassen St. The
Miranda Adobe is
visible to the right
of the tree.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

« 59. Arch of Trees. Chatsworth Cal
* Then & Now Comparison 1912 to 2019

8
nr

i

m

2019 view west on Lassen, at 22500 Lassen

The arch of trees is gone, but the boulders at
the left remain.

51
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912
Pass Roads

« 61. Chatsworth, Cal. From the Old Stage Road.
(Stagecoach Trail, built in 1859)

* 64. Santa Susanna Pass, Chatsworth, Cal (Chatsworth
Grade Road, built in 1895, traveling east)

e 67. Santa Susanna Pass, near Chatsworth, Cal.
(Chatsworth Grade Road, built in 1895, traveling east)

HISTORY
MUSEUM
NGELES.COUNTY

§
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l e el L NATURA L
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

* 61. Chatsworth, Cal.
From the Old Stage
Road. (Stagecoach
Trail, built in 1859)

* View east

€l. Cuatsw
HATSWORTH, CAL, FRaM THE OLD STAGE RoRB. N'ATUIRA L
HISTORY
MUSEUM

)S ANGELESICOUNTY

- ’L
o -, - ‘.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 The Iversons donated this circa 1913 postcard to
Aaron in Cuba from his sister Anna.
* 61. Chatsworth, Cal. From the :

Old Stage Road. : |

« Atrain traveling between tunnels
26 and 27 is visible on the left
side.

ol .

ATEWORTH, CAL. FREN THE OLD STAGE RORB,
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

To: Mr. Aaron Iverson, San Marcos, Cuba [note: Aaron was in
Cuba in 1913, this postcard is undated]

Dear Aaron. Am wondering how you are getting along. We are

all well only | can’t use my leg very well yet, been a while since |
got hurt. Carl is hauling rest of his hay before it rains on it. Was
very foggy & cool & looked like rain for a few days, is hot now.

Sena, Mama and | been putting up awful lot of fruit. Joe & Papa
will work in the springs now. How do you like this photo of
Chats? | got it at Graves & Hill’s store. Could be a little
plainer. Thought I'd show Chats. isn’t any larger only got good
roads now to the dump & to San Fernando.

With much love from us all. Write me soon, Love from Sister

Anna.

Have made no progress in the oil wells yet no oil & no water so
far. Two men got killed in a well 200ft deep at San Fernando a

couple days ago.

02/05/2020
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Chatsworth Po

64. Santa Susanna
Pass, Chatsworth,
Cal. (Chatsworth
Grade Road, built in
1895)

View east, horse and
wagon facing west but
traveling east to
Chatsworth on a
switchback.

This photo was taken
after postcard 67,
which is west of
postcard 64.

Postcard from
the CHS archives

02/05/2020
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

» This Google Maps
photo identifies H.F.
Rile’s location on the
Chatsworth Grade
Road, and the path of s
the Grade Road at that | =%
time (the red line). 7

* The location is just
south of today’s Rocky g
Peak Church Baseball
Field, south of the '
Santa Susana Pass
Road.

» The wagon is on
property that is today’s
Santa Susana Pass
State Historic Park.

S
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

The red circle identifies the location of the £y
wagon in the 1912 Postcard 64. { ; Ksss B

The dashed lines identify section o © o o
boundaries, with homesteader Richard . . " :
Williams owning the upper right 160 acres.
Notice the William’s House and Barn
identified on the 1893 map. In 2008, we
took a tour of the William'’s house area
with Tate McReynolds. There were no
William’s buildings remaining at that time.

e b

Tate told Ann Vincent during the tour that
his family lived there in 1947, before it was
sold to George Spahn in 1953. That story
can be found at CHS Digital Archives,

Articles, Spahn Ranch. Source: Huntington Library

digital collection

1893 Survey “Map of the New
Santa Susanna Pass Road
through William’s Canén”

The William’s House was located on what
Is today Church of Rocky Peak property.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

* 67. Santa Susanna
Pass, near
Chatsworth, Cal.
(Chatsworth Grade
Road, built in 1895)

* View northeast

photo courtesy
David Coscia

02/05/2020
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

» Closeup view of 67.
Santa Susanna
Pass, near
Chatsworth, Cal.
(Chatsworth Grade
Road, built 1895)

Notice the horse-
drawn wagon on the
road, and the stone
buttressing built of
dimensional
sandstone from the
Bannon quarry.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad

* 51. Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal. (#27 east portal)

* 52. Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal. (#27 east portal with train)

» 53. Near Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal. (approaching east T o TN
portal #27) : waTusaL

M U S-EsU N

» 57. S.P. Train Between Two Tunnels (#26 & 27) SR &
Chatsworth, Ca.

» 74. The Big Chatsworth Tunnel (#26 east portal)

NATURAL
HISTORY
MUSEUM

NATURAL B e 2 AT URAL
HISTORY T4 THe Bic CHATSWORTH TUNNEL, 5 HISTORY

MUSEUM 5 B M UM

57.8.P. TRAIN BETWEEN Two TUNNELS CHe
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad

» 51. Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal. (#27 east
portal)

» 52. Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal. (#27 east portal
with train)

-

) CurTsvaaTy TUNHEL, CAL

NATURAL
HISTORY
MUSEWU

LOS AN »4—,‘5.

TunNeL

5:,.CuA~r=ws TH

NATURAL
HISTORY
MUSEUM
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad |

53. Near Chatsworth

Tunnel, Cal. (approaching
east portal Tunnel #27)

A 1915 Lovell Hill
postcard to his
sister Mary and

her husband

William P. Taylor
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -

Railroad
53. Near Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal. B o g S g R
(approaching east portal Tunnel #27) éﬁém “’ s, 3 e
5 _ A
Aug 9,1915 s &
To: Mr. & Mrs. W.P. Taylor X e
Dear Bro & Sister E;Umm”% et
Received your card this morning. Glad ;f Koo Yfﬂ%ﬁi i /L- |
to hear from you, and to know that you :’_5 Ye M R ?( ‘;‘

are enjoying your trip. Everybody is e MR

quite well here at Home. Cala and Z }M t’qx Co«rw),\,.rdj

babies are out for a while.
«A[:._ UL, (L R

Bye Bye with love, @ d 53 ol N Nis oA !
L.A. Hill, Chatsworth Ca. A . By Bay

, Y S 11 2 : _ S
If not delivered in five days, forward to weltakord . £, m.@ TN R st
Bishop. Cal.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad

53. Near Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal.
(approaching east portal Tunnel #27)

Feb 23, 1913 Chatsworth Calif
To: Mr. Aaron Iverson San Marcos Cuba
Dear Aaron

Your card received was glad to hear from you.
You must write me a letter and tell all news. We
are having some fine weather it has been rain
now for several days. | got 12 acres yet to put in
and only one week till Mar. If it rains every other
day don’t know if | will get it out for some time.

Pa is shipping hay stack now. | got a card from
Anna also she is getting along fine.

Carl

02/05/2020

il. I RiLg, Photographer, No. 4 “cean Front, \

()x ean Park, (,'ll

=1 é/{_a/t (/ 7:1#1/\ :/'{‘/l
/}ﬂt'ﬁ/ 1 /"{‘7/11r1 7/‘2‘}/1’(};’,/
-/4:»—»: Yo s Gpre Prea ) 4 52 >

“L‘;L( -

/{7(‘:1, ft»\—/ (t(/"'-/(?u
Z'a"/ 7 2O "‘ﬁl /41,‘ L1 (QZZ

breeA 241‘-3 2024 Ay
P
A2 a(‘d(_,,

W( ALtz
Z'( L‘ 1/1%\' 44»”((”1/(/ (ll/?'(/
/7/24/& o ?ata_‘ ,4 ,Z;Q
% ,

AArr oz 1y J’zf/z
/
ﬂ:\, ,‘z/{,‘_} (4 //L(I i—//i é’
o gt = et
4. 2=

ate Al a1ttt

LR

;/p; 2833 ce
/‘7 &% G - CAt(

1 =

:7

¥
3

$

SSIHAAY
¥
sz
g14

N |

IR 7E

Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912

A Feb 1913
postcard from Carl
Iverson to his
brother Aaron in
Cuba
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad

53. Near Chatsworth Tunnel, Cal.
(approaching east portal Tunnel #27)

David Coscia, author of “Southern Pacific in
the San Fernando Valley 1876-1996",
provided a caption for us:

Southern Pacific Railroad train #19, the Shore
Line Limited, passed through a cut between
Tunnels 28 and 27 in Santa Susana Pass in
1912. The train was bound for San Francisco
from Los Angeles, and led by SP 2437. The
locomotive had a a 4-6-2 wheel arrangement
and entered service in April 1911.

It was a morning train.

02/05/2020 Chatsworth Historical Society - Chatsworth Postcards 1912 66



Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -

» 57.S.P. Train Between
Two Tunnels (#26 & 27)
Chatsworth, Ca.

» This photo was taken
from the field at the Hill
homestead, which is
today’s Chatsworth Park
South.

» Looking Northwest

[.

NATURAL

57 C P-TaKIN BeTing e Lk x HISTORY
b L TRAIN SETWEEN TWO | UNNELS CUHRTSWORTH., UAL, MUSEUM
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad

* 74. The Big Chatsworth
Tunnel (#26 east portal)

* Looking West

216 CHATSWORTH TUNNEL,
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 -
Railroad

74. The Big Chatsworth Tunnel (#26 east
portal) Looking West

David Coscia, author of “Southern Pacific in
the San Fernando Valley 1876-1996",
provided a caption for us:

Southern Pacific Railroad train #76, the Lark,
exits the east portal of Tunnel #26 in Santa
Susana Pass in 1912. The overnight train was
bound for Los Angeles from San Francisco
and was due to arrive in the morning, usually

around 9 am. The identified locomotive . s : : WATHRAL
7% THE Bic CHATSWORTH TUNNEL, SR HISTORY
probably had a 4-6-2 wheel arrangement. The R R £ 2  MUSEUM

train is under the watchful eye of a man who
may be a tunnel watchman as he stands by a
small shelter.
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912

- Unknown
» 72. Sycamore Canyon, Chatsworth,
Cal.
NATURAL
HISTORY
MUSEUM
13&3‘(—,-.v-.; o:‘i C‘\N\ : ,,‘ OS ANGELES COUNTY .
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Chatsworth Postcards 1912 - Unknown

02/05/2020

73. Pasture Land, at Chatsworth, Cal.
75. Among the Live Oaks, at Chatsworth, Cal.

NATURA
HISTOR
MU SE U]

LOSTANGELES COUN] I8
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Appendix

Listing of H.F. Rile postcards, descriptions, collections

Seaver |Notin Seaver
# |Category |Description Collection |Collection Homesteader Collection Private Collection
65|Andora Rocky Point (Stoney Point) X
66|Andora Scene at Chatsworth (Fan Palms Andora) X
68|Andora Fan Palms (Andora) X Minnie Hill Palmer
50|Iverson Washington Rock X Linda van der Valk
58|Iverson Scene Near Chatsworth (Williams/Johnson road) X
60|Iverson Washington Rock X Linda van der Valk
70|Ilverson Scene at Chatsworth (Garden of the Gods Williams/Johnson Road) X
55|Lassen Chatsworth Hotel X
59|Lassen Arch of Trees (Lassen) X Shepler files
61|Pass Road |Chatsworth from Old Stage Road X Iverson
62|Lassen Chatsworth (Graves & Hill) X Iverson, lapl
69|Lassen Scene at Chatsworth (Hotel) X
51|Railroad  [Chatsworth Tunnel X
52|Railroad  [Chatsworth Tunnel X
53|Railroad  [Near Chatsworth Tunnel X Iverson & Hill
57|Railroad  [SP Train Between Two Tunnels X
74|Railroad | The Big Chatsworth Tunnel X
72|Unknown |Sycamore Canyon X
73|Unknown [Pasture Land X
75|Unknown [Among the Live Oaks X
54 Unknown X
56 Unknown X
63 Unknown X
64|Pass Road [Santa Susanna Pass (1895 Grade Road) X Williams or Johnson Family?
67|Pass Road [Santa Susanna Pass (1895 Grade Road) X David Coscia
71 Unknown X
Total 19 7
Grand Total 26
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